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¥ Joun, Cuap. iv. VERSE I. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 
are of God: Becaufe many falf: Prophets are gone out into the 
World. 


é is Apoftolical age, or the age in which the Apoftles 
lived and preached the Gofpel, was an age of the great- 
eft out-pouring of the Spirit of God that ever was; and that 
both as to the extraordinary influences and gifts of the Spirit, 
in infpiration and miracles, and alfo as to his ordinary opera- 
tions, in convincing, convertiny, ealightening and fandtifving 
the fouls of men. But as the influence of the true Spirit a- 
bounded, fo counterfeits did alfo then abound: The Devil was 
abundant in mimicking both the ordinary and extraordinary 
influences of the Spirit of God, as is manifeft by innumerable 
paflages of the Apoftles writings. This made it very necef- 
fary, that the Church of Chrift thould be furnifhed with fome 
certain rutes, and diftinguifhing and clear marks by which 
fhe might procceed fafely in judging of Spirits, and diftin~ 
guith the true from the falfe, without danger of being impof- 
ed upon. The giving fuch rules is the plain defign of this 
chapter, where we have this matter more exprefily and fully 
treated of, than anv where elfe in the Bible. The Apcftle 
here, of fet purpofe, orieay? to fupply the Church ot God 
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with fuch marks of the true Spirit, as may be plain and fafey 
and fureiy diftinguifhing, and well accommodated to ufe and 
practice; and that the fubject might be clearly and fufficient- 
ly handled, he infifts upon it throughout the chapter: which 
makes it wonderful, that what is faid in this chapter, is no 
more taken notice of in this extraordinary day, when that 
which is f) remarkable appears; fuch an uncommon operati- 
on on the mids of people, that is fo extenfive; and there is 
fuch a variety of opinions concerning it, and fo much talk a- 
bout the work of the Spirit. 

The Apottle is led to difcourfe on this fub}e& by an occa- 
fional mention of the indwelling of che Spirir, as the fure evi- 
dence of an intereft in Chrift, in the laf verfe of the foregoing 
chapter. And he that heepeth his Commandiments dwelleth in 
him, and he in him ; and hereby we know that he abideth in us, 
by the Spirit which he hath given us. Whence we may infer, 
that the defign of the Apoftle in this chapter, is not enly to 
give marks whereby to diftinguifh the true Spirit from the 
falf>, in his extraordinary gifts cf propheey and miracles; but 
alfo ia his ordinary influences on the minds of his people, in 
Orcer to their uaion to Chrift, and being built up in him; 
which is alfo manifeft from the marks themfe!ves that are gi- 
ven, which we fhall hereafter take notice of. 

he words of the text are an introduétion to this difcourfe, 
of the ditinguifhing figns of the true and falfe Spirit. Before 
the Apoitle proceeds to lay down thefe figns, he exhorts the 
Chriftians he writes to, to careinthis matter. And, 1. Here 
is the duty of trying the Spirits urged, with a caution annexe 
ed, againft over creduloufnefs, anda forwardne({s to admit e- 
very thing as the mark of a true Spirit that has that fhew or 
pretext; Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, 
whether they are of God. 2. The neceflity of this duty is 
fhewn from this, that there were many counterfeits; becau/fe 
many falfe Prophets are gone out into the world. ‘The falfe A- 
poitles, and falfe Prophets, that were in thofe days, did not 
only pretend to have the Spirit of God in his extracrdinary 
gifts of infpiration, but alfo to be the great friends and fer- 
vants of Heaven, and to be eminently holy perfons, and fo to 
have much of the ordinary, faving, fanifying influences of 
the Spirit of God on their hearts; and we are to look upon 
thefe words as a direction to examine and try their pretences 


to the Spirit of Ged, in both thefe refpects. 
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Of the true Spirit. $4 


After the Apoftle had thus counfilled and warned the 
Chriftians he wrote to, with refpe ct to the trial of Spirits, he 
immediately proceeds to give them rules, by which they may 
fafely proceed, in judging of every thing that had the pretext 
of being either the ordinary or extraordinary work of the 
Spirit of Gad. 

My defign therefore at this time, is to fhew, what are the 
tru-, certain, and diftinguifhing evidences of a work of the 
Spirit of God, by which we may proceed fafely in judging of 
any operations we fiad in ouifelves, or fee in others, 

And here I would obferve, that we are to take the fcrip- 
tures as our guide in fuch cafes: this is the great and ftand- 
ing rule which God has given to his church, to guide them in 
all things relating to the great concerns of their fouls; and 
’tis an infallible and fuficient rule. ‘There are undoubtedly 
fufficient marks given, to guide the church of God, in this 
great affair of judging of Spirits, without which it would lie 
open to woful delufion, and would be remedilefily expofed to 
be impofed on and devoured by its enemies: And what rules 
foever we may find in the holy fcriptures te this end, werced 
not be afraid to truft to. Doubtlefs, that Spirit that ind:ted 
the fcriptu‘es knew how to give us good rules, by which to 
diftinguith his operations from all that is falicly pretended to 
be from him. 

This, as [ obferved before, the Spirit of God has done of 
fet purpofe, in the chapter wherein is the text ; and done it 
more particularly and fully than any where elfe: So that in 
my prefent difcourfe, I fhall go no where elfe for rules or 
marks for the trial of Spirits, but fhalll confine myfelf to thofe 
that [ find here. 

Bat before { would fpeak particularly to thefe, I wou'd 
prepare my way by firft obferving negatively, in fome inftan- 
ces, what are not figns that we are to judge of a work by, 
wether it be the work of the Spirit of Ged or no; and efpes 
ctully what are no evidences that a work that ts wrought ae 
mong ft a peonle, is not the work of the Spirit of God. 

1 Nothing can certainly be concluded frem this, That the 
work that appears is carried en in a way very unufual and ex- 
tracrdinary. ” Tis no tign that a work as not the work or che 
Spuit of God, that it is carried on in fuch a way as the fame 
Spirit of God heretofore has not been wont to carry on bis 
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work, provided the variety or difference be fuch, as may ftill 
be comprehended within the limits ef thofe rules, which the 
{criptures have given to diftinguifh a work of the Spirit of 
God by. What we have been ufed to, or what the Church 
of God has been ufed to, is not a rule by which we are to 
judge, whether a work be the work of God, becaufe there 
may be new and extraordinary works of God. God has here- 
tofore wrought in an extraordinary manner; he has brought 
thofe things to pafs that have been new things, ftrange 
werks; and has wrought in fucha manner as te furprize both 
men and angels: And as God has done thus in times paft, fo 
we have no reafon to think, but that he will do fo ftill. The 
prophecies of fcripture give us reafon to think, that God has 
ftill new things to accompli fh, and things to bring to pafs, 
that have never been fen, No deviation from what has hi- 
therto been ufual, let it be never fo great, is anargument that 
a work is not the work of the Spirit of God, if it t be no devi- 
ation from the rule that God has given, to judge of a work 
of his Spirit by, “The Spirit of God is fovereign in his ope- 
rations ; and we know that he ufes a great variety; and we 
can’t tell how great a variety ke may ufe, within the compafs 
of the rues he himfelf has fixed. We ought not to limit God 
where he has not limited himfelf. If a work be never fo 
different from the work of God’s Spirit that has formerly 
been, yet if it only agrees in thofe things that the word of 
God has given us, as the diftinguifhing figns of a work 
of his Spirit, that is fuMfieient to determine us intirely in ita 
favo ur. 

‘Therefore, tis not reafonable to determine, that a work ig 
not the work of God’s Spirit, becaufe of the extraordinary 
degree in which the minds of perfons are influenced and 
wrought upen. If they feem to have an extraordinary con- 
viction of the dread! a: nature of fin, and a very uncommon 
fenfe ef the mifery of a Chriftlefs cendition, or feem to have 
extraordinary views of the certainty and glory of divine 
things; and confequent oa thefe apprehenfions, are proporti- 
onably moved with very extraordinary affections of fear and 
forrow, defire, love or joy: er if the change that feems te be 
made in perfons, the alteration in their affections and frames, 
be very fudden; and the work that is wrought on the peo- 
ple’s minds feems to be carried on with very unufual fwift- 
ne{s; and the perfons that are thus ftrangely affcQed are very 
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Of the true Spirit. 3§ 


many; and many of them are very young ; and alfo be very 
unufual in many other circumftances, not infringing upon 
{cripture marks of a work of the Spirit: thefe things are no 
argument, that the work is not a work of the Spirit of God. 

“The extraordinary and unufual degree of influence, and 
power of o eration, if in its nature it be agreeable to the 
rules and marks given in the {cripture, rather an argument in 
its favour ; for by how much the higher degree that is in, 
which is in its nature agreeable to the rule, fo much the more 
is there of conformity to the rule, amd fo much the more evi- 
dent and manifeft is that conformity. When things are in 
{mall degrees, though they be really agreeable to the rule, yet 
the nature of them is more difficultly cifeerned, and ’tis not fo 
eafily feen whether it agree with the rule or no. 

There is a great aptnefs in perfons to doubt of things that 
are ftrange ; efpecially i it is dificult for ene perfons, thofe | 
that have lived a great while in the world, to think that to be 
right which they have never been ufed to in their day, and 
have not heard of in the days of their fathers. But if it bea 
good argument, that a work is not from the Spirit of Ged, 
that ’tis very unufual; then it always was fo, and was fo in 
the Apoftles days. The work of the Spirit of God that was 
wrought then, was carried on in a manner that, in very many 
refpects, was altogether new: ‘There were fuch things then, 
that the Jews, then living, nor their fathers, had never feen 
nor heard; yea, fuchas never had been ince the world fiood : 
The work was then carried on with more vilible and remark- 
able power than ever had been before; never was there feem 
before fuch mighty and wonderful effects of the Spirit of 
God, in fuch fudden changes, and fuch great engagednefs and 
zeal in fuch multitudes; fuch a great and fudden alteration 
in towns, cities and countries; fuch afwift progrefs, and vaft 
extent of the work; and many etker extraordinary circum- 
{tances might be mentioned. ‘The creat unufualnefs of the 
work furprized the Jews; they knew not what to make of it, 
but could not believe it to be the work of God; ; meny look- 
ed upon the perfons that were the fubjects of it, as bereft of 
reafon ; as you may fee in Acts ii. 13, and xxvi. 24, and 1 Cor. 
iv. 10. 

And we have reafon, from fcripture prophecy, to fuppofe, 
that at the commencement of that laft and greateft out-pour- 
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ing of the Spirit of God, that is to be in the latter ages of the 
wo ]d, che manner of the work will be very extraordinary, 
and iich as never has yet been feen; fo that there fhall be 
occation then to fay, as in Ifa. Ixvi. 8. Whe hath heard fuch a 
thins 2 Who hath [een pus things? Shall the earth be made to 
brin forth in one day? Shall a nation be born at ence? For as 
foon as Zion travailed, fhe brought farth her children. lt may 
be reafouably expected, that the extraordinary manner cf the 
work then, will bear fome proportion to the very extracrdi- 
nary events, and that glorious change in the ftate of the world, 
God will be about to bring to pafs by it 

2. A work is not to be judged of, by any effecis on the bo- 
dies of men; (uch as tears, trembling, groans, loud ot-cries, 
arcon.es of oody- or the fa:ling of bodily ftrength. T he in- 
flucace che minds of perfons are under, is not to be judged of 
one way or the other, whether it be from the Spirit of God 
orn, by fuch ettc&s on the body; and the reafon is, becaufe 
the fcrip:ure mo where gives us any fuch rule. We cannot 
conc.ude that perfons are under the influence of the true Spi- 
rit, becaufe we fee fuch eff-4s upon their bodies; becaufe this 
is not given as a mark of the true Spirit: Nor, on the other 
hand, have we any reafon to comclude, fromany fuch outward 
appearanc:s, tat perfons are not wie the influence of the 
Spirit of God, becaufe there is no rule ef {cr:pture given us 
t> pidge of Spirits by, that does, either expreffly or indireétly 
excuie fuch effets un the body; nor does reafon exclude 
them. ’ Tis eaftly accounced tor, from the confideration of 
tv nature of divne and eternal things, and the nature of man, 
and the laws of the unton between foul and bedy, how a right 
r:Aacnce, a true and proner fenfe of things, fhou!d have fuch 
effeéts on the bady, even thofe that are of the moft extraor- 
d.na-y kind; fuch as taking away the bodily ftrengih, or 
throwing she b dy into gieat azonies, and extorting loud 
out-cries. There are none of us but what fuppofe, and would 
have ween ready at any time to fay it, that the mifery of hell 
is doubelefs fo dreadful, and eternity fo vaft, that ifa perfon 
eel have a elear apprehention of that mifery, as it is, it 

u'd be more than his teebie frame could bear; and efpe- 
cialiv, ii at the fame time he faw himfelf in great danger of it, 
aud to be utterly uncertain wheiher he fhould be delivered 
from it; veay and to have no fecurity from it one day or hour. 
Ii we confider human nature, we need not wonder, that when 
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perfons have a very great fenfe of that which is fo amazingly 
dreadful, and alfo have a great view of their own wickednefs 
and God’s anger, that things feem to them to forebode {peedy 
and immediate deftruction. We fee the nature of man to be 
fuch, that when he is in danger of fome calamity that is very 
terrible to him, and that he looks upon himfelf greatly ex- 
pofed to, he is ready, upon every occafion, to think that now 
it is coming: As when perfons hearts are full of fear, in time 
of war, looking upon themfelves eminently expofed; they are 
ready to tremble at the fhaking of a leaf, and to expect the 
enemy every minute, and to fay within themfelves, now I fhall 
be flain. Jf we fhould fuppofe, that a perfon faw himfelf 
hanging over a great pit, full of fierce and glowing flames, 
by a thread that he knew to be very weak, and not fufficient 
long to bear his weight; and knew that multitudes had been 
in {uch circumftances before, and that moft of them had fallen 
and perifhed; and faw nothing within reach, that he could 
take hold of to fave him; What diftrefs would he be inf— 
How ready to think, that mow the thread was breaking; now, 
this minute, he fhould be fwallowed up in thefe dreadful 
flames? And would not he be ready tocry out in fuch circum- 
ftances ? How much more thofe, that fee themfelves in this 
manner hanging over an infinitely more dreadful pit, or held 
over it in the hand of God, who, at the fame time, they fee 
to be exceedingly provoked? No wonder they are ready to 
expect every moment, when this angry God will let them 
drop; and no wonder they cry out of their mifery; and no 
wonder that the wrath of God, when manifefted buta little to 
the foul, overbears human ftrength. 

So it may be eafily accounted for, that a true fenfe of the 
giorious excellency of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and of his won- 
derful dying Jove, and the exercife of a truly fpiritual loveand 
joy, fhould be fuch as very much to overcome the bodily 
ftrength. We are all ready to own, that no man can fee God 
and live; and that ’tis but a very {mall part of that apprehen- 
fion of the glory and love of Chrift, and exetcife of love to 
him, and joy in him, which the Saints in Heaven are the fub- 
jects of, that our prefent frame can bear: Therefore ’tis not at 
all ftrange, that God fhould fometimes give his faints {uch fore- 
taftes ef Heaven, as to diminifh their bodily ftrength. If it was 
not unaccountable that the queen of Sheba faintec, and had 
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her bodily ftrength taken away, when fhe came to fee the 
glory of Solomon, much lefs is it unaccountable, that fhe, 
wh is the antitype ot the quecn of Sheba, viz. the Church, 
that is brought as it were, from the utmoft ends of the carchy 
from being an alien and ftranger, far Off, ina flate ot fin end 
mifery, thould faint when fhe comes to fee the glory cf Chriff, 
who ts the antitype of S Jomon ; aod efj«ctally will be to in 
that profperous, peaceiul, glorious kingdom, which he will 
fet up in the world in tts latter age. 

S me obje&, agzinft fuch extraordinary appearances, that 
we have no inftances of them recorded in the Ne w-'l efta- 
ment, in the time of the extraordinary ¢ ffufions of the Spirit 
that were then. If this fhould be allowed, I can fee no force 
in the objection, if neither reafon, nor any rule of feripture 
excludes fuch things; efpecially confidering what was ob- 
ferved undcr the foregoing particular. I don’t know that we 
hove anv exprefs mention in the New- Teftament of any pcr- 
{in’s weeping, or groaning, or fighing, through fear of Hell, 
or a fente of God’s anger 3 butis there any body fo foolifl as 
from hence to argue, that in whomfvever thefe things appear, 
their convictions are not from the Spirit of God? And the 
reafon why we don’t argue thus, is, becaufe thefle are eafily 
accounted for from what we kaow of the nature of man, and 
from what the fcriptures inform us in general concerning the 
maiure of ecernal things, aid the nature of the convidions of 
Go’s Spirit; {> that there is no need that any thing fhould 
be faid in particular, concerning thefe external, circumftan ial 
effecis. No b dy fupvofes, that there is any need of exprefs 
{cripture for every excernal, accidental mantfeftation of the 
in-vard motion cf the mind: And ihouczh fuch circumftances 
are no: part cularly recorded in facred hiftory, yet there isa 
great deal of reafon to thivk, from the general ecceunts we 
have, that it could not be otherwife, than that fuch things 
muit bein thofe days. And there ts alfo reafon te think, 
that that great out-pouring of the Spirit that then was, was 
no’ wholly sihout thoe more extraordinary cffeG@s on per- 
fons bedics. The jailor in particular, feems to have been an 
inftance of that natur: > when he, in the utcmoft diftrefs and a- 
m.z: men’, came trembling, aid fell down b fore Paul and 
S:as: His f Hing down at that time, does not fecem to be a 
d jigned suttn himof bhi. ta pofure of fupslication, o: bum- 
ble addreis tou Paul aad Silas, for he fecms not to have faid 
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any thing to them then; but he firft brought them ont, and 
then he fays tothem, Sors, what mu/t I ds io be faved? Acts 
Xvi 29, 30. But his falling down fecms to be t.om che fame 

Caule as his trem bli ing. ‘The Pfalmift gives an account of his 
crying out aloud, and a great weakening of his b dy under 
Convictions of con’cience, and a fenfe of the guilt of fin, Pfat. 
XXXII. 3, 4. When I] kept filence my bones waxed o.d, eA Ne 
my roaring all the day tong; for duy and night thy hand uv 
heavy upon me, my moi ure ts turned into Ne droucht of Vai 
mer We may at leaft argue fo much from tt, that fuch an 
effect of conviction oi fin, may well in fome cafes be fuppof- 
ed: for if we fhould fuppofe any thing of an auxefis in the 
ex prefions made ufe of, yet the Pialmut would vot reprefent 
what was, by that which would be abfurd, and whch no de- 
gree of that exercife of mind he fpoke cf, weuid have any 
tendency to. 

We read of the D ‘ciples, Matth. xiv. 26, that when they 
faw Chrift coming to them in the ftorm, and took him for 
fome termble enemy, threatening their deftruction tn that 
florm, they cried out for fear. Why therefore fhou'd it be 
thought ftrange, that perfons fhould cry cut for fear, when 
God appears to them as their terrible enemy, and they fee 
themfelves in great danger of being {wallowed up in the bot- 
toimlefs gulf of eternal mifery ? 

The S poufe once and again {peaks of herfelf as overpow- 
ered with the love of Chrift, to as to weaken her body, and 
make her ready to faint. Cait. i. §, Stay me with flaggoms, 
comfort me wiih apples, far Lam fick of love. Aud chap. v. 8. 
I charge you, O ye daughters of Fer ufolem, if you find my belov- 
ed, that ye tell him that I am fick of lever, From whence we 
may at leatt arguc, that faci. an cif Ct may weil be fuppofed 
to arife from fuch a caufe in the Saints in fone cafes, and that 
fuch an effe&t will fometimes be feen in the Church of Chrift, 

"Tis a weak objection, that the impr’ Mons char enthufiafts 
are under, have been wont to have 2 great effec? on their bo- 
dies. That the Quakers ufed to txceabst » -* nO argument 
that Sau!, afterwards Poul, and the Jalor, did not tremble 
from real eonviétions of confcience. I[i-de.d, al! fuch objec- 
tions, from effe&s on the body, Jet them be grearer or lefs, 
feem to be exceeding frivolous: They that argue trom heritte 
are gorng in the dark; they know not what ground they go 
upon, nor what rule they go by. The root and caule of 
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thincs is to be looked at, and the nature of the operations and 
affections that perfons minds are under, are what are to be 
inquired into, and examined by the rule of God’s Word, and 
not the motions of the bleod and animal {pirits. 

’Tis no argument, that an operation that appears on the 
minds of a people, is not the work of the Spirit of God, that 
it occafions a great ado, and a great deal of noife about religion. 
For though true religion be of a contrary nature to that of 
the Pharifees, that was ofltentatious, and delighted to fet itfelf 
forth to the view of men, for their applaufe; yet fuch is hu- 
man nature, that ’tis morally impoflible that there fhould be 
a great concern, and ftrong affection, and enoazednefs of 
mind amongft a people, that “fhould be general, and what moft 
of them agree in, and yet there be but little faid or done that 
fhould be “publick ly obfervable; or that it fhou!d not caufe a 
notable, vifible, and epen commotion and alteration amongtt 
that people. 

Surely ’tis no argument, that the minds of perfons are not 
under the influence of God’s Spirit, that they are very much 
moved: For indeed fp'vitual ard eternal things are fo great, 
and of fuch vaft and infinite concern, that there is agreat ab- 
furdity in men’s being but moderately moved and aftected by 

them; and ‘tis io arguinent, that they are not moved by the 
Spirit of God, that they are affected with thefe things proper- 
ly, and in fenne meafure, as they deferve, or in fome propor~ 
tion to their importance. And when was there ever any 
fuch thinz, fince the world ftood, asa people in general being 
greatly affected, in any affair whatfoever, without noife or 
fii: ? Phe nature of man will not allow it. 

Jndeed Chrift fays, Luke xvii. 20, The kingdom of God com- 

eth not with sbfervaticn. ‘That is, it won’t confift in what is 
outward and vifible; it fhall not be like the kingdom of 
earthly kings, fet up with outward pomp, in fome particular 
place, which fhali be efpecially the royal city, and feat of the 
kingdom ; as Crrift explains himfelf in the words next fol- 
lowing, Neither fhall they fay, lo here, or le there; for behold 
the hiagdem of God 1s within you. Notthat the kingdom of 
God fhall be fet up in the world, on the ruins of Satan’s 
kingdom, without a very notable, obfervable, great effect ; a 
mighty change in the ftate of things; to the obfervation and 
aftonifhment of the whole world: for fuch an effeat as this, 
is even held forth in the prophecies of fcripture, and is fo by 
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Chrift himfelf, in this very place, and even in his own expia- 
Nation of shel forementioned ords, verfe 94. For as the 
lightning, that lighteneth cut of one part under Heaven, fhineth 
unto the other part under Heaven, f. fhall a alfa the Sen of Man 
be in his day This 1s to diftingwih Chri .’s coming, to fet 
up his kin-dom, from the coming of falfe Chris, which 
Chrift tells us will de ina private manner, in the deferts, and 
in the fecret chambers 5 whereas this event of f{ctting up the 
kingdom of God, fhould be open and public, in the fi. ght of 
the whole world, ‘oak clear manifeftation, like lightning that 
cannot be hid, but glares in every one’s eyes, and fhines from 
one fide of Heavy ren to the other. 

And we find, that when Chrift’s kingdom came, by that 
remarkable pouring out of the Spirit in the Ap fttles days, it 
occafioned a great ftir and adoevery where. What amigh- 
ty oppofition was there in Jerufslem, on occafion o! that great 
effufion of the Spirit that was there? And fo, what a great 
ado in Samaiia, Antioch, Ephefus, and Corinth, and other 
places? The affuir filled doe world with noife, and cave acca- 
fion to fume to fay of the Apofties, that they had turned the 
world upfide down. Acts xvii. 6. 

4. ? Lis uo argument, that an operation that appears on the 
minds of a people ,!s not the vork of the Spiritof G 6, Téat 

many that are the fubjeéts of it, have great impreffions on their 
imaginations. 1 hat pertons have many imprcihons on their 
imayinations, does not prove that they have nothing elie. Ie 
is ealy to be snbiabind for, that there fhou!d be much of this 
nature amongit a people, where a great multitude, of ail kinds 
of conttitutions, have their minds engaged with intenfe 
thought and ftrong affe€tion, about thofe things that are ine 
vifible ; yea, it would be ftrange if there fhould not. Sich 
is our nature, that we cannot think of things inv.fible, 
without a degree of :migination. I dare appeal to any man, 
of the greatett powers of min d, whether or ro he is able to 
hx his thoughts on G d or Cheri, or the things of ariother 
world, w: thout i Imavinary ideas attending his meditations ?— 
And the more enzaged the mind is, and the more intenfe the 
contemplation and aff: tion, ftill the more live! v and ftrong 
will the imaginary ‘dea or dinarily bes; efpecia' Ny when the 
contemplation and aff-inn of the mind is attended with any 
thing of furprize ; as when the view a perfon has ts very 
new, and takes ttrong hold of the paffiuns, either fear or joy; 
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and when the change of the ftate and views of the mind is 
fudden, from a contrary extreme, a$ from that which was ex 
tremely dreadful, to that which is extremely ravifhing and 
delightful : And it is io wonder that many perfons do not 
well difti inguifh between that which is imaginary, and that 
which is intelleétual and fpiritual; and that they are apt to 
lay too much weight on the imaginary part, and are moft 
ready to {peak of that, i in the account they give of their expe- 
riences, efpecially perfans of lefs unde rftanding and capacity 
of diftinétion. 


































As Ged has given us fuch a faculty as the imagination, and » 


has fo made us, that we cannot think of things “fpiritual and 
invifible, without fome exercife of this faculty ; fo it appears 
to me, that fuch is our ftate and nature, that this faculty is 
really fubfervient and helpful to the other faculties of the 
mind, v when a proper ufe is made of it; though oftentimes, 
when the nagination is too ftrong, and the other faculties 
weak, it leas them, ard much difturbs them in their 
exercife. It appears tome manifeft, in many inftances I have 
been acquainted with, that God has really made ufe of this 
faculty to truly divine purpofes; efpecially in fome that are 
more ignorant. Ged feems to condefcend te their circum- 
fiances, and deal with them as babes; as of old he inftructed 
his Church, while in a ftate of ignorance and minority, by 
types and outward reprefentations. I can fee nothing unrea- 
fonable in fuch a fuppofition. Let others, that have much 
occafien to deal with fouls in fpiritual concerns, judge whe- 
ther experience does not confirm it. 

It it no argument, that a work is not the work of the Spi 
rit of God, that fome that are the fubjeets of it, have, in ret 
extraordinary fr rames, been in a kind of extafy, wherein they 
have ane carried beyond themfelves, and have had their 

minds tranfported into a train of {trong and pleafing imagi- 
nations, nd kind ef vifions, as though they were rapt up e- 
ven to Heaven, and there faw glorious fights. I have been 
acquainte ed with fome fuch inftances, ana l fee no manner of 
need of bringing in the help of the Devil into the account 
that we — ve i thefe things; nor yet fuppofing them to be of 
the fam e with the vifions of the Prophets, or St. Paul’s 
rapture ‘eee  Paradile Human nature, under thefe vehement 
and intenfe exercifes and affections of mind, which fome per- 
fons are the fudjects of, is all that need be brought into the 
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account. If it may well be accounted for, that perfons, un- 
der a true fenfe of the glorious and wonderful greatnefs and 
excellency of divine things, and foul-ravifhing views of the 
beauty and love of Chrift, fhould have the ftrength of nature 
overpowered, as 1 have already fhewn that it may; then I 
think it is not at all ftrange, that amongft great numbers that 
are thus affected and everborn, there fhould be fome perfons 
of particular conftitutions, that fhould have their imaginati- 
ons thus affeéted: When it is thus, the efc@ is no other than 
what bears a proportion and analogy to other effe&s of the 
ftrong exercife of their minds. *Lis no wonder that when 
the thoughts are fo fixed, and the affe€tions fo ftrong, and the 
whole foul fo engaged, and ravifhed, and fwallowed up, that 
all other parts of the body are fo affected as to be deprived of 
their ftrength, and the whole frame ready to difiolve; I fay, 
*tis no wonder that in fuch a cafe, the brain in particular, 
(efpecially in fome conftitutions) which is a part of the body 
which we know is nextly and moft efpeeially affe&ted, by in- 
tenfe contemplations and exercifes of mind, fhould be over - 
born and affected, fo that its ftrength and fpirits fhould for a 
feafon be diverted, and fotaken off from impreffions made on 
the organs of external fenfe, and wholly employed in a train 
of pleafing, delightful imaginations, fuch as the frame the 
mind is then in difpofes it to. 

Some perfons are ready to interpret fuch things wrong, and 
to lay too much weight on them, as though they were prophe- 
tical vifions, and to loek upon what they imagine they fee or 
hear in them as divine revelations, and fometimes fignifica- 
tions from Heaven of what fhall come to pafs ; which the 
iffue, in fome inftances I have known, has fhown to be other- 
wife: But yet it appears te me, that fuch things are evidentl 
fometimes, from the Spirit of God, though indire&ly; that 
is, as that extraordinary frame of mind they are in, and that 
itrong and lively fenfe of divine things that is the eccafion of 
them, is from his Spirit; and alfo as the mind continues in 
its holy frame, and retains a divine fenfe of the excellency of 
{piritual things, even in its rapture; which holy frame and 
fenfe are from the Spirit of God, though the imaginations that 
attend it are but accidental, and therefore there is commonly 


a or other in them that is cconfufed, improper and 
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5. ’Tis no fign that a a work that appears, and is wrouoht 
on the minds of people, is not from the Spirit of God, Tha 
example is made ufe of as a great means of it. ’ Tis furely no 
argument, that an effect ts not from Gd, that means are 
made ufe of in producing it; for we know that ’tis God’s 
manner to make ule of means in carrying on his work in the 
world: And ’tis no more an argument againit the divinity of 
an effeét, that this means is made ufe of, than if 1¢ was by any 
other means. ’ Tis agreeable to fcripture, that perfors thould 
be influenced by one another’s goodexample. The fiiipture 
directs us to fet good examples to that end; Maith. v 16, 
i Pet. iii, ¢. r Tim. iv. 12, Tit. it. 7. and alfo directs us to 
be influenced by the good examples that others fet, and to fol- 
low them, 2 Cor. viii. 1, 7. Hebd. vi. 12. Phil. tit. 17 1 Cor. 
iv. 16.and Ch. xi. 1. 2 Uhet. tit. g. 1 Thef.i. 7. By which 
it appears, that example is one of Gsod’s means 3 and certain 
ly "iis no argument, that a work is not the mee of God 
that God’s own means are made ule of to eff it. 

And as ’tis a feriptural way of carrying on God’s work, 
to carry it on by example, fo ’tis a reafonable way. ’*Tis no 
argument, that men are not influenced by reafun, that they 
are influenced by example. This way, of petfons holdin 
forth truth to one another, has a tendency to enlighten the 
mind, and to convince reafon. None will deny, but that for 
perfons to fignify things one to another, by words, may rati- 
onally be fupoofed to tend to enlighten each other’s minds 5 
but the fame things may be fignified by ations, and fignified 
much more fully ‘and efcé tually, Words are of no ufe, any 
otherwife than as they convey our own ideas to others 3 but 
actions in fome cafes, may do it much more fully. T here | is 
a language in ai inks and in fome cafes, much more clear 
and convincing than in words. 

> Tis therefore no ar; gument againft the goodnefs of the ef- 
fe&t, that one eff ets and ftirs up another; or that perfons are 
greatly affected by feeing oth-rs fo 5 yea, though the impref- 
fion that is made upon them fhould be only by feeing the to- 
kens of great and extraordinary «ff-ction in others in’ their 
behaviour, taking for granted what they are affe&ted with, 
without hearing them fay one word, There may be language 
fufictent in fuch a cafe, tn the r behaviour only, to convey 
their miads to others, and to fiznity to them the fenfe of 
things they have, more than cau poilibly be done by words 
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only. Ifa perfon fhould fee another under forse extreme bo- 
dily torment, he might receive much clearer ideas, and more 
convincing evidence what he fuffered, by his actions in his 
mifery, than he could do only by the words of an unaffected, 
indifferent relater. In like manner, he might receive a great- 
er idea of any thing that is excellent and very delightful, from 
the behaviour of one that is in actual enjoyment, or one that 
is fenfible through fight and tafte, than by the dull narration 
of one that is unexperienced and infenfible himfelf. I defire 
that this matter may be examined by the ftri€teft reafon. 

And there is this argument, that effecis that are produced 
in perfons minds by example are raticnal, that it is manifeft 
that not only weak and ignorant people are much influenced 
by it, but nothing can be more evident to any one that ob- 
ferves the world of mankind, than that all forts of perfons, 
wife and unwife, and even thofe that make the greateft boafts 
of ftrengthof reafon, are more infuenced by reafon, held forth 
in this way, than almoft any other way. 

‘Indeed, when religious affections are raifed by this means, 
it is as when perfons affected in hearing the word preached, 
or any other means, the affections of many prove flafhy, and 
foon vanifh, as Chrift reprefents of the ftony-ground hearers ; 
but the affeétions of fome that are thus moved by example 
are abiding, and prove to be of faving iffue. 

There never yet was a time of remarkable pouring out of 
the Spirit, and great revival of religion, but that example had 
a mainhand ; fo it was in the time of the Reformation, and 
fo it evidently was in that great out-pouring of the Spirit that 
was in the Apoftles days, in Jerufalem, and Samaria, and 
Ephefus, and other parts of the world, as will be mof mani- 
feft to any one that attends to the accounts we. have in the 
Acts of the Apoftles: As in thofe days one perfon was mov- 
ed by another, fo one city or town was influenced by the ex- 
ample of another, 1 Thefl. 1. 7, 8. So that ye were enfamples 
to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia: for from you joune 
ded out the word of the Lord, not onlyin Macedonia and Achaia, 
but alfo in every place your faith te Ged-ward is [pread abroad. 

*Tis no valid objection againft examples being made fo 
much ufe of, that the {cripture fpeaks of the word of God as 
the principal means of carrying on God’s work ; for the word 
of God is the principal means neverthelefs, as that is the 
means by which other means operate, and are made effectual 
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The Sacraments one no effet but by the word. And fo it 
is that example becomes effectual: for all chat is vifible ta 
the eve is uniatelliz.ble and vata, wtthour the word of God 
to iaitruct and guide the mind: 7 I1s the word of God that is 
jadecd held sorrh and applied in exam le, as the word of the 
Lord founded forth co other towns in Maceconia and Achaia, 
“a the exinole of thofe that believed in Theilalonica. 

i tat exA Med ale fhould be a wreat meaas of pr pavyating the 
Church of God, feems to be feveral ways fignifie J in {crip 
tue Itis fignified by Ru.h’s following Nuomi out of the 
Jand of “Moab into the laud of Ifracl, when the ref ived, that 
fhe would not leave her; but woxld go whither fhe went, and 
would ladre were fhe lodged and that Naomi’s people foould 
be her poople. and Naomi’s God her God. Ruth, woo was the 
mosier of David and of Chetty was undoubtedly a great type 
of the Church; upon which account the hiftory is inferted in 
the Canon of the feri;ture: In her leaving the lend of Moab 
and ‘ts Gods, ro come and put her truft under the fhadow of 
the wings of the God of If ael, we have a type, not only of 
the converficn of the Gentile Church, but the converfion of 
every finner, that is naturally an alien and ftreng¢r, but in 
his converfion forgets his own people, and father’s houfe, and 
is made nich, and becomes a fcllow-citizeu with the Sain‘s, 
anda ingen sage The fame feems to be fignified in the 
effeét the example of the fpoufe, when fhe wat fick of love, has 
on the daughters oy Sernf alem, i i. e. Vilible Chrif tians, who are 
reprefented as being firit awakened by feeing the Spoufe in 
fuch extraordinary crcumftances, and then converted. See 
Cit. v. 8, g.and vi. . And tnisis undeubt edly one wav that 
the Spirit ar pn Bride fay, core, Rev. xxi. 17. 1. ¢. the Spi- 
rit in the Bride. ’Tis t wetold, that the work of God fhould 
be carried oi very ong ade hy this means, in the laft great out- 
pouring of the age rit, that fh: ud introduce the y oricus day of 

the Church, fo often cake ‘of in ily. Zc. Vill 21%, 
22, 23 And the inbabitants of one city y, foall go te another, 
ing let us z [peed ily ta pray before the spe and to feck the ee 
of Holts ; ; J will ga alfa. Yea, many peop ple. and strong naticns 
frall come to feek the Lo a of Hosts 111 Jor ulalem, and to pr ay 
b fore the Lord. Thus faith the Lord of Hasts. in thefe days tt 
foall come to p fs that ten men {hill take hola. out of alll lanouag~ 
es of the natlsns, VEN frall tare bold of the hu t of him thatis 
afew fi viNZ, We will vo with vou, fer we buve beard that God 
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A SHORT NARRATIVE 


Of the Revival of Religion in Logan County, in the State of Kentuce 
hy, and the adjacent Settlements in ihe State of Lennefee, frout 
May 1797, until September 1800. 


[Concluded from page 28. } 


God’s people began to rejoice at the happy fituation 
ef the church—Chrift’s caufe triumphing, and no enemies 
to move their tongues againft it;—-no @ppofition nor op- 

ofers fhewed their faces. But alas! danger was nears 
the Devil had his plan deeply laid: Mr. b——, from H " 
raifed a party, oppofed the work, and filled the country with 
contention and difputation; till, alas! mn a few weeks, every 
appearance of a convidtion feemed to be loft, and fcarccly a 
fentence was to be heard about religion, with many who, but 
a few weeks before feemed all auxicty and attention to the 
great work of their fouls’ falvation. In this difmal ftate of 
deadnefs and darknefs our congregations lay, until the fourth 
Sabbath in July, 1799, when the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was adminiftered at Redriver. At that time, the 
Lord gracioufly returned again, and vifited us with greater 
power than ever. On Monday, the folemuity was very great 
during the time of preaching: many of the mof bold, daring 
finners in the country were brought to cover their faces, and 
weep bitterly. After the congregation was difmified, a cone 
fiderable number of people flaid lingering about the door, as 
if unwilling todepart. Solemnity appeared in every counte- 
nance, and fome of them were bathed in tears. Some of the 
minifters told me, that we ought to colleét the people inte 
the houfe and pray with them ; which was done. It appear- 
ed evident that the power of God filled the houfe-—-Chriftians 
were filled with joy and peace in believing, and finners were 
powerfully alarmed under an apprehenfion of the horrors of 
an unconverted ftate. At this time, I hope, there was one 
foul {weetly delivered from a burden of guilt and diftrei:, by 
a believing difcovery of the glory and fufficiency of the merits 
and mediation of the bleffed Jefus. Some had their corvice 
tions revived and quickened, and in a few days were filled 
with joy and peace, under bleffed difcoveries of the glory ead 
fuitablenefs of Chrift, Others, wbo had lived quite carcleis 
and thoughtlefs before, were filled with fuch diftrefs uncer a 
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fenfe of their fin and guilt, that they freely difclofed their 

cafes to minifters and praying Chriftians. About this timey 
a remarkable fpirit of prayer and fupplication was given to 
Chriftians, and a fenfible, heart-felt burden of the dreadful 
ftate of finners out of Chrift: fo that it might be faid with 
propriety, that Zion travailed in birth to bring forth her {pi- 
ritual children. 

Here I would juft remark, that fome time before this, I re- 
figned the charge of Gafper iver, o on account of the diflance 
and difficulties of the road; and in the place of it, I took the 
Clay-lick in union with Red river, and Muddy river. Mr, 
Rankin, a faithful and fuccefsful minifter, took the charge of 
Gafoer river. I afiifted him at the adminiftration of the Sa- 
crament at Gafper, on the fourth Sabbath of Auvguft. ‘The 
Aimighty power of God at this time was eifplayed in the moft 
ftriking manner. On Monday, a eeneral folemnity feized 
the greater part of the multitud: 23m nany perfors were fo ftiuck 
with de p, heart-piercing c vit ons, that their bodily 
fifength was quite overcome, fo that they fell to the ground, 
and could not refrain from, bitter groans and outcries for mer- 
cy. The work was seocrat suit ‘oll iid tats 6a 
black. Pafs through the multitude where we would, inftan- 
ces of this kind were to befeen. In one place, Il heard an old 
rae unable to fupport under his burden, {peaking to his 

id | following manner: “ Alas! we have 
iio n blind all our days—we never faw our dif{mal flate till now 
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proitrate on tne ground, weeping, praying an¢ crying ror mere 


cy.. But time would fai torelate every particular. In aword, 
it was a day of general awzkening: fevera! perfons on that 
day, we hove, were favingly brought to Chriit; and ia the 
{pace of three weeks after, above twenty of thefe then awa- 
be ‘ned pave the moit clear, fatisfying accounts of therr views 
of the glory and tulnels of the Vie GialOr, alG Luc {weet aupl i= 
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s . © > 1 - 4 oY ae ‘ 
eation of his blood and merits to their fouls. On the Sabbath 
4 - 6 @ ¢ os , oe * che bees at ( IF d Was . /s 1¢ ‘} 
following, ac ti wlaYalis Ky tile power Or \200 Was CVidenrii y 
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difelayed in the awakening and conviacing of many fouls, 

a d yi : re L. . , a : leat oa : 

C)n tho nh Sabbath i ocpr.emeocr, tne oacrament ofr the 
Supper wasadminiftered at Muddy river. This has generally 
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been contidered the sreate{t, the molt folenin and poweriul 
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this time many perfons were fe emnly awakened, and many 
difretied fouls were. relicved, by f{weet, fou!-fatistying views 
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amnooug Cscd0's people ; many of tiem feawce on the hidden 
manna, and feit @ne very duwninegs of Heaven in then fouls 3 


i 

they had fweet nearneis and acc is to God, and found it ealy 
to hold sip the ftate of the church, the cafe of diitreficd awa- 
kened fouls, and the pitiable condition of poor, unconverted 
finuers, before God, | 

On the laft Sabbath in October, Meffis. Rankin, M*Gee 
and myfelf adimtniftered the Sacrament of the Supper at the 
Ridge, (a vacant congregation in the Cumberland fettiements 
in the State of Tcianeilec): a very general revival, from that 
time, took place in that congregation, and ftil! continues. 
And a very confiderable number of all ages and defcriptions 


. 
‘ 


of people have, we hope, experienced the reality ef religion in 
their own fouls. 

‘Through the winter, there was nothing very extraordinary 
noticeable in owr congregations, unlefs fome hopeful appear- 
ances that the Lord had not forfaken us. Perfons awakened in 
the fummer, ftill retained their convictions, although they 
did not appear fo quick and lively as before. God’s people 


, 


ftill retained their lively exercife in fome degree, and now and 
then we could hear tae happy tidings of fome poor finners 
hopefully brought to Chrift. But for the moft part, it was a 
time of weeping and mourning with the children of God. 

_ But the prefent faummer (viz. 18¢0) has been the moft glo- 
rious time that our guilty eyes have ever beheld, All the 
bleffed difplays of Almighty power and grace, all the fweet 
gales of the divine Spirit, and foul-reviving fhowers of the 
bleffings of Heaven which we enjoyed before, and which we 
confidered wonderful beyend conception ; were but like a few 
{cattering drops before a mighty rain, when comparcd with 
the overflowing flouds of falvation, which the eternal, gracious 
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Jehovah has poured out like a mighty river, upon this owt 
guilty, unworthy country. The Lord has indeed fhewed 
himfelf a prayer-hearing Ged ; he has given his people a pray- 
ing {pirit and a lively faith, and then he has anfwered their 
prayers far beyond their highcft expedtations. “Vhis wilder- 
nefs and folitary place has been made glad; this dreary defart 
now rejoices, and bloffoms like the rofe 5 yea, it blofloms a- 
bundantly, and rejoices even with joy and finging. 

The firft extraordinary manifeltation of divine power was 
at Red river, where the Sacrament of the Supper was admi- 
niitered on the third Sabbath of June. ‘This was indecd a 
bleffed day of the Son of Man—The Lord afforded more than 
common light, life and zeal to his minifters, and more than 
commor life to the exercife of his praying pecple. Upon eve- 
ry day of the occalion, there were vilible tokens of the love 
and goodnefs of God. Chriftians were filled with joy and 
peace in believing; and poor diftrefled, condemned finners were 
brought to fee the glory and fulnefs of a crucified Jefus, ard 
to feel the power and efiicacy of his merits and atcnement:— 
But Monday was indeed the great day of the feaft: Mr. 
Hodze preached a powerful, moving fermon, from Job, xxii. 
21. During the fermon, 2 woman, who had been miny 
months under deep convictions, I truft, was brought te Chri ft, 
and could not refrain frora breaking out into an amazing rap- 
ture of joy and adoration, fora few minutes. At the clofe of 
the fermon, a dreadful, ftriking folemnity everfpread the whole 
affembly—the vaft multitude were all in tears--awakened fin- 
ners were ftruck with fuch keen, piercing convictions, tha 
many of them fell to the ground, and roared out in extreme 
anguifh, ‘* What fhall I de to be faved?”? Some of Ged’s 
dear children were filled with a fenfe of the love and goodnefs 
of God in Chrift to their fouls, like bottles filled with new 
wine, till their bodity ftrength was almoft gone. It was truly 
affecting to fee little boys and girls, of nine, ten, and twelve 
years of age, and fome younger, lying proftrate onthe ground, 
weeping, praying and crying out for mercy, like condemned 
criminals at the place of execution; and ‘kat in the prefence 
of the multitude. We have reafon to believe that the num- 
ber truly and favingly breught to Chrift,on this occafion, and 
till the Tuefday night following, were about ten perfons. 

The next remarkable feafon of the eut-pouring of the Spi- 
rit of God, was at Gafper river on the fourth Sabbath of July- 
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Here a furprifing multitude of people collected ; many from 
avery great diftance: even from the diftance of 30, 60, and 
10) miles. There were 13 waggons brought to the meet~ 
jus-houf:, in order to trantport people and their provifions, 
© Friday and Saturday there was a very folemn attention. 
O 1 Saturday evening, after the congregation was difmiffed, a 
few ferivus exercifed Chriftians were fitting converfing to- 
gecher, and appeared to be more than commonly engaged, the 
fi ae ftarted from them and overfpread the whole houfe, un- 
tii every perfon appeared lefsor more engaged. The greater 
part of the minifters, and feveral hundreds of the people re- 
mised at ‘he meeting-houfe all night. ‘Through every par 

of the multitude there cauld be found fome awakened fouls, 
fr-usezling in the pangs of the new birth, ready to faint and 
d.z for Carift, almoft upon the brink of defperation. Others 
avain, juft lifted from the horrible pit, and beginning to lifp 
the Ac ft notes of the new Song, and to tell the fweet wonders 
waich they faw in Chrift. Minifters and experienced Chrif- 
tians were every where engaged praying, exherting, conver- 
fing and trying to lead enquiring fouls to the Lord Jefus. In 
this exercife the night was fpent till near the break of day. 
The Sabbath was a blefied day in every fenfe of the word. 
The greans of awakened finners could be heard all ever the 
houfe, during the morning fermon; but by no means fo as 
to difture the aflembly. It was a comfortable time with 
many at the table. Mr. M‘Gee preached in the evening, 
upen the circumftance of Peter’s finking in the waves. In 
the application of his fermon, the power of God feemed to 
fhake the whole aflembly. “Cewards the clofe of the fermon, 
the cries of the diftrefied arcfe almoft as loud as his voice.—. 
A‘ter the congregation was difmiffed the folemnity increafed, 
till the greater part of the multitude feemed engaged in the 
moft folemn manner. No perfon feemed to wifh to go home 
—hunger and fleep feemed to affect no body—eternal things 
were the vaft concera. Here awakening and converting 
work was to be found in every part of the multitude; and 
even fome things ftrangely and wonderfully new to me. Soe 
ber profeffors, who had been communicants for many years, 
now lying proftrate on the ground, crying cut in fuch lan- 
guage as this :—» I have been a fober profeffor; I have been 
@ communicant; O! I have been deceived, I have no religi- 
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5a A Narrative of the Revival of 
é that ipa ghie . a fenfible thing —O ! my 
r you get It, Y vill knew fometbing how you 
obtained it. Believe what the perfect tell yo u-religion i is 
a fenfible thing. O! Lf once defpifed this work—I thought 
it was ail deluiion—-but Oh! J am g roing to Hell—l feel | the 
pains of Tell in my f ul aud body ! ! O i" how I would have 
delpifed any perfon a few days ago, who wouid have aéted as 
[am doing now !—But O! LI cannot help it!” And fo con- 
tinued till deliverance came. 
Another {cence of wonder that atter meee chis work was this: 
T food by fome dear young creatures, little boys and girls, 
and heerd their pros and cries in the pangs of the new 
birth, lice the fhrieks and cries of condemned criminals at the 
ylace of ext cution—their bod lily ftrength exhauited, fo that 
hey could not ftand upon their feet, and te all aj pearance 
ft upon the brink of dark defpair. I have likewife ftood 
efent, sy en the Ita! ht of th ¢ knowledge of the glory of God 
ce of Jelus broke into their fouls; and to th e afton- 
yment of fall around the em, thefe little creatures have ftarted 
their fect, and told all prefent th fweet views of the 
cfue—whata ulnefs , {ufficiency, fuit- 
nbienes and wiliinguefs they jaw in bine {’o hear them de- 
feribe the fweet pian of falvation, and pointing out the nature 
of belicving o1 eae. to Chriti—-to hear them defcribe the 
racious wilineneis of Chrift to fave the very worft of fin- 
“rs~ to hear them tell ng tender, bleeding concern they felt 
for poor carelefs hus : I fay, to hear them fpeak upon 
theie fubjcéts, the mee [an guage, the good fenfe, the clear 
deas, and the rational, fc riptura il light in which they {poke 
truly amazed me. TL elt me ortified and mean before them.— 
TI f{soke upon thete fubjeéts beyond what I could have 
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if I were to mention every circumftance of this kind, it 
would fwell a letter toa volurne. I fhall juft mention one 
imirance, viz. a litte givi that 1 faw lying upon her mother’s 
Jap, e and crving for merey, juft ready to fink into 
def i food vy her, and was talking to her, when, I hope, 
Chit revealed housfel®é to her foul. She ftarted to her feet, 
ana ociedout, Ol Il know, 1 know he is ane , he is wile 
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Religion in Kentucky. su 
Chrift he is! O! what a beauty I fee inhim! What a glo- 
ry I fee in him! O! what 2 fulnefs, what an infinite fulnefs 
I fee in Chrift! O! there is a ful nets’ in him for all the world, 
if they could but fee ity if wi 4 would but come.”’ She then, 
turning to Chrilllefs fioners addrefied them in language 
which God aione muft have put in her meuth, which was fuf- 
ficient to move the hardeft heart.—-But time would fail to 
dwell upon particulars. 

The greater part of the multitude continued at the meeting 
houfe ali night, and no perfon appeare d usealy fer food or 
fleep. On Monday a vaft concourfe of | people came together. 
This was another day of the Son of | VMianw With propriety 
we cou!d adopt the language of the p atriarch, and fay, the 
Lord is here: How dr ead; ful is this place! Ii is none elfe than 
the houfe of the Lord, and the gate of Heaven. ‘lwopowerful 
fermons were preached by iieflis. M‘Gee and Hodge: the 
almighty power of God attended the word to the hearts of 
mainy’ and an univerfal folemnit y overfpread the whole aflem- 
bly. When the congregation was difmiffed, no perfon fecm- 
ed to wifh to leave the place. The folemnity increafed, and 
conviction feemed to fpread from heart toheart. Little chil- 
dren, young men and women, and cld grey-headcd pecple, 
perfons of every defcription, white and black, were to be found 
in every part of the multitude, pricked to the heart, with 
clear, rational, fcriptural convictions, cr)ing out for mercy in 
the moft extreme diftrefs: whilft every now and then we 
could find one and another delivered from their burden of fin 
and guilt, by fweet believing views of the glory of God in 
the fa ice of Jefus Chrift. In fuch exercife the multitude con- 
tinucd at the meeting houfe till Tucfday morning, after fun- 
rife, when they broke up after ry were difmiiled by prayer: 
and indeed the circumftance of their parting added to the 
folemnity of the occafion. ‘The number that, we hope, were 
favingly brought to Chrift on this occafion, were forty-five 
perfons, feventeen of whom belonged to my congrevations. 

On the next Sabbath I preached at Red river, toa Mery at- 
tentive, folemn audience. In the evening there was a very 
folemn appearance. Some of the Negroes appeared to be 
powerfully feized with convidtions. The folemnity increafed 
after the c congrega ition was difmifled, and before the people 
difmifed, three little girls gave fatisfying evidences that they 
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a? A Narratine of the Revival of 
had received the Lord Jefus Chrift. A sumber of young 


people from Shiloh congregation, in the ftate ef Tennefiee, 
about fifty miles from this place, « ttended at the Sacrament at 
Gafper-river, and, it is fuppofed, got real religion there ; 
when they went home, they attached their young companion, 
warned them of their danger, and perfuaded them to fee srom 
the wrath to come: they told them what they had experienced 
and known of the love of Chrift. This ftruck a number of 
the young people in that congregation with folemn convic- 
tions, they plead with their parents to met in fociety, as 
they had no minifter: accordingly they met in fociety, from 
houfe to houfe, day afier day; and in three days about twenty 
perfons, it is hoped, experienced real religion, and the work 
itill goes on powerfully among them. 

Anether remarkable circumftance happened in Muddy- 
creek, the week after Gafper-river Sacrament, in a very 
wicked, thoughtlefs fettlement. About eighteen or twenty per- 
fons happened to meet at a certain houfe ; when they came to- 
gether, they could‘not tell for what purpofe they came there, no 
one knew any errand he had; they began to converfe about 
the concerns of their fouls, at length they concluded to join 
together in focial prayer. The power of Ged appeared to 
come among them, and before they parted, feveral perfons 
are {uppofed to have obtained real religion; they met in fociety 
in that fettlement, day after day, and in lefs than a week fix- 
teen perfons got real religion as we hope. 

The moft remarkable feafon of the out-pouring of the Spi- 
rit of God was at Muddy-river, at the adminiftration of the 
Sacrament on the fifth Sabbath in Auguft, Here an immenfe 
multitude affembled from far and near. ‘There were twenty- 
two wagons loaded with people and their previfions ; with 
many others provided for encamping at the meeting houfe, 
The congregation could not have accommodated the one-half 
of the firangers if they had not ceme fo provided. On Fri- 
day there was a folemn attentien during the whole time of 
public worfhip. On Friday night, Mr. Rankin ftayed at the 
meeting~houfe with the people there encamped: they fpent 
the greater part of the night in focial prayer, and in exhort- 
ation, and the power of God evidently attended thefe exer- 
cifes ; decp, jelemn imprefiions were made upon the minds of 
many. On Saturday, Mr. Rankin preached an afieGing 
fermon from Acts i. 16, which was vifibly attended with the 
power of Ged: Chriftians were filled with joy unfpeakable 
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m and full of glory, and poor finners fenfibly felt the arrews of 


2 the Almighty fticking faft in their hearts. After the congre- 
gation was difmiffed, the folemnity increafed more and more; 
the greater part of the multitude, and all the minifters, ex- 
> cept one who was fick, tarried at the meeting-houfe all night. 
** ‘The minifters were all employed, the greater part of the 
night, in praying, exhorting, and converfing with diftrefled 
»*  perfons. The Sabbath was a very felemn day both in the time 
as of preaching and ferving the tables. In the evening after the 
*. public exercifes was over, an univerfal folemnity continued 
| among the people, and a large majority continued with the 

minifters, at the meeting houfe, during the night. This was 
one of the moft folemn nights I ever faw in the world. Mon. 
day was a very folemn day, Meilrs. Rankin and M‘Gee both 
preached with great liberty and power. After the congrega- 


tion was difmifled, the folemnity ftill continued, and nearly 
~ the whole congregation continued at the meeting-houfe till 


be Tuefday morning. ‘The number that we humbly hope were 


brought to Chrift at this facramental occafion, we believe 
muft be upwards of fifty perfons. Many affecting circum. 
ftances with refpect to the converfion of individuals, I might 
mentien, but time and my feeble ftate of health will not 
permit, 

The next bleffed feafon of the ouvt-pouring of the Spirit, 
was at the Ridge, in the fate of Tenneflee. This is confi- 
dered the greateft time of all. ‘The folemnity was great ev- 
ery day, and the body of the people continued every night 
folemnly engaged at the meeting-houfe, till Tuefday morn- 
ing. The number that were hopefully brought to Chrift at 
this occafion, we believe to be between fifty and fixty. One 
affecting fight was the little children, whom we placed tcge- 
ther at the laft table, perhaps fifty in number, from eight to 
twelve years old, who had given us a fatisfying account of 
their experimental acquaintance with Chrift. Another eom- 
fortable circumftance was this :—The Rev. Mr. Craighead, 
and the greater part of his family came there ; and two of his 
children, we hope, obtained a faving change, and he himfelf 
: appeared to be amazingly quickened ; he rejoiced to fee the 
Be werk of God go on, and exprefled the moft anxious defire to 
| fee {uch exercifes among his own people. 

Se Dear Sir,—I know not how to ceafe; but I am fick and 
very weak.—One thing more I muft mention:—The Red- 
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Banks on the Ohio, about a liundred miles from thie place, 
woich wis Satan’s feat, a fecond Hell-i went dows am. n Sy 
thein twice, ana Wir. Rankin ve agi them again; a blefi ‘d 
revival hus been, and is fii) going on there: a ereat number 
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derly good congreg ition might be faimed there, if there was 
a faithful muniiter to take the charge of them. The Jord 
has done great things for us in Uus country—I have kad fore 
trial S fince 2] CaMe here, but (sod } yas railed me above th em all. 
At every favourable « Opportu pide Lovwili give youa continuatle 
on of the hiftory ef this biefied work, io long as the Lord 
continues it amcne us. 
4 [ Zo be continued, | 





RL. TT 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION 
IN ZHE NORTH OF SCOTLAND. 








The folowing mofe.agreeable accounts have been recetved by the 
Society for propagating the Gaofpel at Llome. The firft letter 
as from one cf the Society's Miffionaries, who has been tn their 
employment thefe two last years. The ether is from one, fowe 
time ago in their employment, but now pastor of a Church, 
who, at their request, went upon the foort itinerancy of which 
be gives an account. 

June roth, 1802. 
MY DEAR SIR, 


i 


e(pecially fince I fent you my journal, there is here a great 
fhaking ameng the dry bones; many, both old and young, 
are awakened: even children from feven to thirteen years of 
ave can give a diftinct account of their expericnce of the na- 
ture and evil of fin, and their deliverance from it by faith in 
the bleffed Redeemer, through the merits of his death and 
fulferines. Their love tothe word of life, their hatred at fin, 
and the {ptrit of prayer and prailet that appears to be among 
them is truly pleafant and comfortable: May the Lord grant 
that they may be kept alive, and that the Spirit ef grace and 
love may enlighten their minds more and more, and ftrength- 
en and comfort their hearts to hold on their way rejoicing, 


I embrace this opportunity to inform you, that fince my laft, 
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The manner in which many of them were imprefled, was to 
me at firft furprifing: they were fuddenly {truck during the 
time ef prayer, they fell to the ground, and many,of them, 
both old and young, continued fpeechlefs for twenty minutes, 
or half an hour, and the firft language they uttered. was, 
“ Praife the Lord !—O praife and magnify his ever -blefled 
name, for his great love wherewith he loved us, and gave him- 
felf for us, the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us un- 
to God,”’ &c. 

It began firft in the prayer meetings which 1 mentioned in 
the journal. For fome time back, they were obliged to keep 
epen meetings, as the people round them thirfted fo much for 
inftruGtion. As falfe reports were formerly carried about, 
they were, at firft, unwilling to admit them; but as they 
found them fo defirous,. they could not fhut them out. The 
awakening began firit in the meeting at . One or two 
of thofe who were formerly great enemies to the truth, were 
impreffed the firft night. “This gave them fuch encourage. 
ment that they aflembled again the next night, when no lefs 
than fourteen were impreffed, one after another falling to the 
ground, fo that they continued praying and praifing the whole 
night. From this place it fpread to——, and to , a {pace 
of about nine miles, well inhabited. ‘They all flocked toge- 
ther in each of thefe places, and continued to go from houfe to 
houfe, praying and praifing God for eight or ten days and 
nights, with only about two hours fleep each morning, and 
many of them were feveral nights without any fleep, bufily 
employed converfing and comforting thofe who were impref- 
fed. The greater part ofthis work happened during the time 
that I was at-—-, and before I returned, the many falfe reports 
I heard from the enemies alarmed me much, left they fhould 
deceive themfelves with falfe and delufive notions, and of 
courfe become enthufiafts. I was told that thefe who were 
imprefled faid, that they faw the Saviour writing their names 
in the Book of Life, others that they intended to go to heaven 
alive, &c. But blefled forever be the name of our Lord, who 
gracioufly preferved my dear friends from indulging any fuch 
grofs and delufive notions. On my return I laboured among 
them both in public and private, from houfe to houfe, for 
three weeks, almoft day and night, and found them all happy 
and joyful. Even thofe, who thrcugh weaknefs were confin- 
ed to bed, were quite comfortable in their belicf of the truth 
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and joy in the Saviour. Their univerfal, utter abhorrence*of 
fin, and all appearanec of the evil ways in which they former- 
ly walked, their fervent love to the Saviour and to each other 
in the Lord, was truly pleafant and profitable untome. I 
{pake to feveral young men, who were formerly doing their 
utmoft to fhew their enmity againft the Gofpel, and who ab- 
horred a fight of me before, or any, even of their blood rela- 
tions, who were the friends of the truth, now rejoicing in the 
Lord, and acknowledging with the deepeft humility the pow- 
erful effects of the Saviour’s grace upon their hearts, in turn 
ing them from darknefs to light, and from the bendage of fin 
and Satan, to the freedom and liberty of the children of God, 
They were at firft fo full of zeal, that they thought if they 
would declare the truth and the manifeftation of the grace of 
God to their own fouls, the moft obftinate and wicked part 
of their ungodly friends and neighbours could not but believe 
and vive over perfecution ; but they fourd by experience, 
that no lefs than a day of the Lord’s almighty power and free 
_ could verfuade any finner to forfake his evil ways — 

rom this attempt, though not proftable to others, they how- 
ever reaped profit to themfelves, by obferving that their firft 
zeal was much mixed with felf-dependence, felf-praife, and 
fpiritual pride, and on this account they are deeply humbled 
indeed. There are a few of them who can give very little 
account of their experience, or of the truth taking an effec- 
tual hold of their hearts; they can only fay that the fcriptural 
exorefhions of fome of the friends, in the time of prayer, had 
fuch an effe& upon them, that they fell to the greund fpeech- 
lefs ; yet they could underftand and hear all the time that they 
were faintifh, and during this time, their minds were fo full 
of thouzht, that when they began to {peak they uttered words 
as if they beheld objects with the eyes of the mind; and as 
they unzuardedly uttered thefe words, the enemies who were 
prefent reprefented the matter in a different light, and faid, 
that they faw thefe objects with the eyes of the body, &c. and 
by this means have done much hurt. However, I pray that 
the Lord may overrule it for good; it has at prefent prevent- 
ed many frem coming te hear the word, left they be {mitten 
with a difeafe that will put them from meatand work. Some 
are doing their utmoft both in public and private, to difluade 
the peeple from countenancing thefe meetings, and openly 
fay it is alj from the Devil, znd compare thefe men going a- 








v7 


> 
5 , 
i 

he: 


4 
Sa 


of 





Pm AB, 


eS . are a . 
Pe 2a oe ea ag 
ae oe He. . ‘ 


dyciee 


erie cmtee ae —_ 
Smt ioe er 


aj 2 a geal 


m3 
a a 
RS «3 


See ° ¢ _— ~ 3 
Soe Ee Re So. eae ee 
pees Dees gage ion 


In the North of Scotland. ty 


bout, to Judas Ifcariot, faying that they have gifts but no 

race. Others in neighbouring diftriéts fay, that they are 
thankful to God that their peeple are not alarmed and dif- 
tracted in the tame way, but that they hope they will be wife- 
ly contented with fuch knowledge and wifdem as their fathers 


had before them. 


PPLE PDD LID 
July 27th, 1862. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

Tue following are a few ebfervations which may give you 
a faint idea of the work of God in. . I preached as oft 
as poffible, fecing my time was fhert. I had always above 
60 and never 100 hearing me. From this you will fee, that 
not near fo many attend as did formerly, for Mr. F. and Mr, 
M‘K. told me; they have had'2®0 and 300 at fome of the pla- 
ces, on week days. Thismay be accounicd fer, by confidering 
the mighty oppotition that is raifed againft the Gefpel by the 
clergy, and by thofe of the people who have not exnertenced 
any thing of the truth on their hearts. 1 never faw thefe 
declarations of our Lord more verified than there, That his 
children fhould be hated of all men for his fake, and that, sf they 
were of the warld, it would love its own; but becaufe he had 
chofen them out of the world, therefore the world hated them.— 
They think it ftrange, that they run not with them into 
the fame excefs of riot, fpeaking evil of them. They 
have the effrontery to fay the moft feandalous things of them; 
but the fervant need not expect to be abeve his Lord. A- 
mong thofe who attended, I faw nothing but compofure, at. 
tention, and an earneft defire to hear the words of eternal] fe, 
I think I never had more liberty in declaring my Mafte:’s 
will in my life. Their earneftnefs to hear, and a fenfe of their 
Comparative ignorance as to many things contained in the 
word of God had fuch an effect on my mind, that I laid a. 
fide every kind of formality, and led their minds to thofe 
things which appeared to me moft neceflary for them te be 
inftrued in. I faw many who give the moft decided proofs 
that they have been converted, and are become like little 
children; like Mary, they are alwavs found fitting at the feet 
of Jefus, receiving the law from his mouth. 1 was trul 
happy to find fo little wild-fire among them; I mean enthufi- 
afm, efpecially among thofe who paid little or no attention to 
religion formerly. J always find, that people who have got 
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Notions inte their head, which they have drawn either front 
the writings or {peeches of men, are much more obftinate 
than thofe who have the very firft principles tolearn. The 
number of thofe who appear to have felt the power of the 
Gofpel, is great indeed ; even allowing many fhould fall a- 
way, there is every reafon to believe, that the Lord has a 
goodly number who will walk with him in white. Many 
eem to be in the place of the breaking forth of children 
concerning whom it is neceflary to have patience for fome 
time; 10 a word, itis evident from every circumftance at- 
tending the work, that the Lord hath done it. Some were 
locked faft in the chains of prejudices, and would net liften 
to the words of life, until the Lord fixed his arrows in their 
confciences; and even then, they endeavored toextract them 
by thofe means, which, alas! gave eafe to too many. _ But 
being fixed by Jehovah, none but he could pull them out ; 
and they ceuld gét no eafe, until by faith they looked to Je- 
fus. With regard to others, the fallow ground was gradual- 
ly broken up, and the work of the Lord went on without a- 
ny noife. While, in many inftances, the effects of the opera- 
tions of the Spirit were immediate and inftantaneous, eld and 
young being fe affected, that in an inftant they would have 
cricd cut, fome on account of fin, while others faw fo much 
of the love of Jefus, that at once they began to fing his praife. 
The cife&ts produced on their minds, efpecially fome of the 
women, were fo great, that for feme time it affected their bo- 
dies very much; bute whenI faw them they were getting 
better. It would delight your heart to hear fome of the little 
oncs {peaking of the love of Jefus to their poor fouls. Out 
of the mouths of babes, the Lord has, in truth, perfected 
pratfe. 

Phe fuccefs of the Gofpel at ,cannot but raife the 
hearts of God’s people in every place where the joyful news 
are heard 3 and I truft ie will encourage you and the Society 
{till to verfevere in the glorious work of fpreading the favor 
of the Redeemer’s name far and wide. Mr. F. has been 
highly favoured of the Lord; and for his attention and per- 
feverance, merits the efteem of the Society. In refleéting on 
the fma!l number who attend the preaching of the word, by 
what ufed to do, I thought I faw the wifdom of God vifible 
in it; for if every thing were to go on as we could wifh, 
eur wicked hearts would get proud:-e{o ready are we to be 
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led away with appearances. We may reft fatished, that the 
Lord’s chofen will be brought in in due time. kle is of one 
mind, and who can turn him! 








LETTER 
From the Rev. Mr. Carey, Bapiist Miffionary in India, to the 
Rev. Mr. D High 5, of New-York. 


MY VERY DEAR BROTHER, 


WAS very agreeably furpriz ed by t the arrival of Captain 
ague, and by “the favors which he brou ight us from yourfel 


T 


and other friends of New-York: be efured that i and my 
colleazues very highly efteem your correfp: ond: nee, 

Bleffed be the God and Fether of our Lord Jefus Chriff, 
for the abundant mercy afforded by |} him to the inhabitants oF 
America. Twothoufard baptized in lefs than a year; and 
that in the newly fettled fiates of Kentucky and Tennedice ! 
Iam aftonifhed. I am filled with hope and with joy—my 
heart is enlarged, and I expect that t very foon the kingdem of 
this world wiil become the kin gdom of our Lord and of his 
Chrift! O may it foon be accomplifhed ! 


The profpect around us is very diferent me we are on eve- 
Phar ed 


ry fide furrounded with Heathens and Mzhomedan 

deaf to the voice of reafon, of fcripture, an “ of Gol. Tt his 
very day, many thoufands of peeple, [ fuppofe near a million, 
have met, for the mean purpofe of wettin 


wood—or in other words , for the ourpofe of bathing a woo- 
den idol, near Seramoore, whofe name is Jaggernath, which 


fignifies, “The Lord of ihe Worid.’? Perhaps fuch a con- 
gregation never met together to hear a Gofpel fermon fince 
the world began. This ver yi id ras however, is probably 
fubfervient to the fpread of the Gufpel; for fer eral who come 
fiom a zreat diftance and hive only heard of us, have cume to 
beg a Now-Teftament or fome imail pamphlet, which we of 
courfe are alad to give. 

When we look around ucen the multitudes whe care no- 
thing about Gad, ho are oiven up fO every V ice and 'o eve- 
ry juft, we are All-d wiihd nels, and fometime svie'd fim a 
feafon to A our cement : and ipdeed itis a melanch |v ra- 
fivction, whea we meet thoufan ds of people on the road, to 
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think that there is not among them a fingtle perfon concerfis 
ing whom we can reafonably entertain the fmallei hope that 


he is acquainted with the grace of God in truth :—but when 


we look on the other fide, we are conftrained to fay, “ what 
hath God wrought?’ Eighteen months ago we fhould have 
been in raptures to have feen an Hindoo eat at our table : now 
eating with us is become fo common, that it is dificult fome- 
times to find room for thofe who come. Nine Hindeos have 
been baptized, of whom feven walk fo as to be an henor to 
the Gofpel, and we expect to baptize a Hindoo and a AMduf- 
fulman more before Capt. Hague leaves this place; befides 
thefe, four or five others are defiring to join our church, con- 
cerning whom we wifh for alittle more fatisfaction. T hey 
however, appear to be ferioufly enquiring, and 1 doubt not 
but they will be brought forward in a little time. Some who 
have come and rejected caft, have returned again to their 
own relations 5 and others have come feveral days journey to 
hear the word of God. Indeed, I have reafon to believe, that 
a great work of God has been wrought among us, and I truft 
it will continue, and greatly increafe. Some among the Por- 
tugueze and Muflulmen are alfo enquiring what they muft de 
to be faved ? 

Deifm is very prevalent among Europeans here, yet I have 
the greateft reafon to believe that t God is carrying on a work 
among them. We have two evangelical clergymen of the 
church of England, and I am much miftaken if I have not 
perceived a more than ordinary undction attending their 
preaching lately. Several perfons of great abilities, have 
been brought decidedly to truft in Chrift, and to appear on 
his fide. 

Both myfelf and my brethren, are much delighted with the 
procedings of the New-York Miffion Society=-May the God 


of Abraham blefs their efforts abundantly. If you fee dear. 


Brother Holmes, or his colleagues, give our very cordial love 
to them ; and through them to the believing Indians. We 
{hall be much gratified with any thing curious relating to any 
of them; or indeed with only knowing their names. ‘The 
name of the perfon who was our firft fruit unto Chrift, is 
Thrifbne, who has feen three others of his family received inte 
the church, viz. his wife, his daughter, and his wife’s ffter. 
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GERMANY, 


To Mr. Steinkopf, Minifer of the German Chapel, Savry. 


ELBERFELD, Jan. 3, 1802. 
ECEIVE my thanks, in the name of the whole body of 
our Society, for the communication of the letter from 
the Committee of the Religious Tra&t Society, ard their ad- 


_ + drefs to the Religious Public. They are both already printed 
ae 


er bats CoE mnie at 





in our language. The fame we have done with the firft vo- 
lume of the Village Dialogues, which you have fent us. May 
God, the Father of our Jord Jefus Chrift, impart his biefiing 
to our endeavours! and may he fhew us fuither what we 
fhall do, in order to fet forth the majefty of his name, and to 
glorify the riches of his unfpeakable love ! 

Ia our eity and its envirens, a great revival of real religion 
is to be obferved ; and many finners are awakened, moftly by 
the inftrumentality of a dear minifter of Chrift, named Nurs 
nay. He is about forty years of age;—his preaching is 
accompanied with power, and with the demionftration of the 
Spirit of God; and he is poffeifed of a fingular ability to ad. 
drefs the heart. He attracts every Sunday fuch a crowd of 
hearers, that our very large church is quite full, even betore 
the bells begin to ring. Yefterday morning, (being a faft- 
day) fuch an emotion prevailed among the thoufands of his 
auditors, that [am in hopes many have received a blefling, 
never to be forgotten. 

A Lutheran minifter, in our vicinity, who was infected 
with principles of Socinianifm, was, a fhort time ago, truly 
converted to the living faith of Chrilt; and, after heving 
made a public confeffion of his former infidclity, not only 
bound himfelf by the moft folemn oath of allegiance to the 
fervice of Corift, but alfo faithfully addrefled his congiegatie 
on to take the fame oath of allegiance with hm. 

In many other places, where fpiritual darknefs and death 
were predominant, there have lately arifen Sucietes °f vital 
Chriftiaas, fume of whom contain the number of cighry 
members, In one of thefe places lives a copperfmith, about 
forty years of age, endowed with excellent gifis, who is au- 
thor of a little prayer-book ; and renders himfelf very ufecal, 
by the exhortations given by him to auinbers of peopic. 
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Pleafe to give our moft hearty refpeets to the Diredtors of 
the Midio.ary and the R« ligious Tra& Society; and to fend 
us fict of the traéts publifhed by the latter, as you may 
thin. proper. 7 








[From the New-York Miffionary Magazine. ] 


We rejoice to communicate to our readers the frilowing highly 
interesting Paper. 
REPORT CONCERNING THE STATE OF RELIGION 
N FRANCE, 
HE Members compofiing the i ‘putation fermed by the 
Direétors of the Miffionary Societ ty, for the purpofe of 
vititing France, in order to the publication of the New-Tef- 
tament, and the Effay on its Divine Authority ; and alfo to 
procure fuch information of the adtual ftate of religion in that 
country, as may affift the Socicty to form a difcreet judgment 
refoecting the moft eligible means cf promoting the interefts 
of pure Chriftianity therein, have the fatisfaGtion to fubmit 
to them the nrocefs and refult of their nuiffion. 

They deem it, however, incumbent on them, in the firit 
place, to record the:r grateful teitimeny to the goodnefs of 
God, not only for their fafe prefervation, but alfo for having 
profpered their way by preparing and difpofing fuitable in- 
ftruments to promote their object, whofe friendihip has prov- 
ed of confiderable advantage ; particularly, as ic has been the 
mecium of ieee them to perfons of refpectable ftation 
and influence, who have received them with cordiality, highly 
approved the benevolence and utility of their defign, greatly 
encouraged them by affurances of its probable fuccels, and 
their co-operation to proinote it. 

Bearing on thcir minds the immediate object of their mif- 
fion, which was the Tranflation of the Effay, and its circula- 
tion with the New-Tefiament through France, they have 
taken mieafures for its accomplifhment, and have the. pleafure 
to inform the Directors, that they have fuecceded beyoad their 
expectations, de will afford them fatisfa€tion to learn, that 
God has gracioufly difpofd the heart of a refpectabie mem- 
ber of the iegiflative Aflz ‘mbly to take a lively intereft in our 
caufe ; in confequence of which, he voluntarily offered his 
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fervices to tranflate the Effay, and is now affiduoufly en- 
gazed therein, receiving, according to his own declaration, 
increafing edification as he proceeds, ; ‘The Society, we be- 
lieve, may calculate on the future fervices of this gentleman, 
in any proper meafures to promote the Proteftant caufe; and 
he fecls fo much animated by the account of the defign and 
proceedings of our Inftitution, 2s to have formed the intention 
of being prefent at our next annua! folemnitics. 

But it is not in the French lancuage only, that the Society 
is likely to be inftrumental in the circulation of the New- 
Teftament and of the Efflay,—itis highly probable that at the 
pref2nt moment the latter is under tranflation into the Italian 
language, by another individual, whom God has raifed up 
and filled with zeal againft the errors of the Popith commu-s 

ian. ‘The Dire&tors will learn wiih pieafure, that an itali- 
an Bifhop has exprefled his diiintereited deiire to ferve their 
caufe in this way ; and it waits only their own determination 
to give full effec to his zealous cifpofiion. his dignitary 
ef the Romifh fee, in the early periods of the revolution, di- 
rected his enlightened efforts againft the pretenfions of the 
Papacy, and for three years fuffered imprifonmnent, as well as 
the lofs of his worldly fubftance. . Feeling itrongly on ac- 
count of the abominations of Popery, he appears ready to 
Jend his utmott affiftance to diffufe the purer principles of the 
Proteftant faith. 

Another member of the Legiilative Body, a zealous Pro- 
teftant, and who appears eminently devoted to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, enteted moft cordially into our views. He lamented 
the want of faithful and zealous minifters ; and on our expref- 
fing a hope, that our Society might be difpofed to educate 
fome truly devoted and zealous young men for the exercife of 
the miniftry in France, faid, “ That he thought he could find 
out in the South, fix young men, truly devoted and fpiritual, 
whom he would fend over to England, to be trained up there 
for the fervice of the Proteftants in France?’ and he waits 
the direétion of the Society for the accompliihment of this 
purpofe, 

‘The refolution of the Society was limited to the New Tef- 
tament; becaufe, it was concluded, that the addition of the 
Old would occafion an ineonvenient expenditure of its funds, 
it being underfteod that they were to be diftributed gratui- 
ae 
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toifly; but on this fubjcét as well as others, the minds of the 
ds uiaiion were every day receiving more juft and compre- 

1enfive information ; and they have now the fatisfaction to 
fay, chat the Direétors are likely to have the opportunity of 
printing and circulating the whole Scriptures, as well as the 
Effay, and other Proteftant works, to a very great extent, 
without any eventual expence to the Society; and although 
w- would not too ftrongly indulge this expectation, yet the 
f.j!owing circumftance, among others, may in fome degree 
Eucourage It. 

In Paris, it required a fearch among the bookfellers of four 
days, to find a fingle Bible :—we fear this is alfo the awful 
fi:uation of the greater part of France, and other countries 
s" merly connected with the fee of Rome. The report of an 

ntertion to publifh it, produced an application from one 
b nkillcr for 1500 copies; and we found on calculation, that 
th Jule of 590@ copies, on his terms, would leave fome ad- 
vantage ts the Society. This bookfeller being a Catholic, it 
was fuppofed, thar he might be en quiring for their edition of 
the Scriptures ; but he ftated, that it was the Proteftant {crip- 
tures that he wanted, and for the purpofe of felling them to 
the C-tholies, wiio were eager to procure them, in preference 
ft) ther own. 

That the Direétors may form a judgment as to the proba- 
ble extent in which the Scriptures, and the works of the beft 
Protcttant cuthors may be circulated, it may be neceflary to 
ftace to chem the infsrmation received from a gentleman who 
vas formerly in one of the higheft departments of ftate in 
Sadinia. Prompted by his approbation of the object, and 
d firous ta promote its fuccefs, he communicated the follow- 
ing intellisence: That in Piedmont, and other Popifh coun- 
tries, the Bible was prohibited, usder the penalty of eternal 
dannation; but that fince their union with France, Proteft- 
antifm is not only tolerated, but its worfhip is public; and 
that the benevolent views of the Society would meet with 
the greateft fuccefs, if profecuted with order and wifdom. In 
Piedmont, and efpecially at Turin, there are a confiderable 
number of Genevans who would affitt it, as well as moft ef 

literary characters of the country. Befides books, he 
recommends, that well inftructed, prudent, and difcerning 
miffonaries be fent, There will be an equal opportunity ef 
fpreading inftruction inte she Cifalpine republie, and from 
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thence into Tufcany. Books and miffionaries would alfo, 
he ftates, be received with enthufiafm at Naples; and this 
would prepare the way to Rome itfelf. Without entering 
into farther detail of the plan which he fuggefts, the Direc. 
tors will perceive the immenfe fcope which Divine Provi- 
dence has prepared for the exertions of Chriftian benevolence 
in the caufe of the blefied Redeemer : indeed, the moral ef- 
fects produced over a very extenfive and populous part of 
Europe, by the late confli& of the nations, are fo evident 
and important, as not to be overlooked without impiety; and 
the facilities for the iatroduction of the Gofpel are fo greatly 
increafed, as to invite, and even demand the earneft prayers 
and unwearied efforts of the difciples of Chrift, to improve 
to the utmoft fo interefting a difpenfation. It is extremely 
manifeft, that a wide door is opened for the Gofpel ; and it 
will be a great privilege and honor, if the Miffionary Society 
fhould, in any degree, become inftrumental in making it an 
effeftual one. The operations of Divine Providence, in ren- 
dering the political convulfions of the world fubfervient to 
his fuperior plan of wifdom and grace, in relation to the king- 
dom of the Meffiah, has feldom been more apparent than in 
the public events which have lately occurred; yet it is not 
by great political arrangements only, but alfo by moral im- 
preffions upon the minds of thofe whofe authority contrculs 
the affairs of nations, that the duty of Chriftian Sccieties is 
pointed out and enforced, ‘This obfervation admits of no 
appropriate application. 

The Proteftant caufe is confidered by the prefent Govern. 
ment of France, to be favourable to its ftability: the appre. 
henfion of danger is from the party attached to Popery; the 
Government, therefore, is on its guard with refped& to the 
latter, but is well difpofed to the former ; this is demonftra- 
ted by its appointments to ftations of political importance, or 
to ofices of magiftracy. An occurrence which happened on 
the return of the deputation will illuftrate this remark. They 
had been informed that, in one of the departments throuch 
which they had te pafs, there were a number of their Protest- 
ant brethren deftitute of a paftor; conceiving it to be their 
duty to vifit them, in order to roufe and animate them, they 
ftaid for one day in that diftri@. The ufeful friend whe ae- 
companied them, being acquainted with the prefeét, called on 
him, and informed him of their defign in coming to France ; 
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this great officer entered with much zeal into the fubjedt, 
hivhly approved of the meature, itrongly recos:umended the 
Proteitants to exert themfe Ives, and promifed them a 
and a noule, aan weil ré paired for the ule of the minifter ' 
wiiom they mi,ht get ap »poil int ed. This circumftance being 
made known to two of the Proteflants refiding there, whofe 
minds had previcufly been fiied with gloomy. aportkenfions 
as tothe fate of retivion, tt! wy fuch an enlivening influence 
upon them, as to Induce them to pledge them ves, to furnifh 
a very liberal fupport te any | Wile 8 t minifter who would 
fettle among them; and expreffed their undoubting perfuafi- 
on, that the churci would foon be filled with fuch Catholics 
as would willingly contribute to the fupport of a Proteftant 
miniftry. This laft fentiment which is of very great impor- 
tance, appears to be well founde d. It is highiy probable that 
an energetic miniftry, in which the great principles of the 
Gofpel fhould be po: verfally inculcated, wo: uid be num: eroufly 
attended by the Catholics in various, if notinall parts of 
France. Indeed; the religion of Rome, unfuppo rted by ex- 
tenfive funds, and deftitute of civil nower, feems fait verging 
towards its fall: the activity of its priefts » who, by writings 
and other means, are endeavouring to revive its interefts, may 
however, fucceed, if no proper attempts are ae to introduce 
Into its place a purer fyftem ; becaufe the intellectual prin- 
ciple in man, con!cious of its immortal de eHInYs feels the ne- 
cellity of foond relizion, whereon its anxieties may repofe, and 
wil therefore leanupora falfe one in th fen ce of the true 
This anxious feeling of the mind afcer na true religion, feems 
to be incre i in France. Di (vufted with the fuperftitions 
of Poper Ys they betook themfelves to the principles of infi- 
dc! ity; and have proved them to be infufficient for their hap- 
pinefs, as well as pernicious in their tendency. The day of 
ot and of {uperitition is clofing, and as foon as the fun 
of rizhteoufnefs arifes, they wil be chafed into eternal dark- 


nes, gies native region. It may be added alfo, that the 
Proteant religion would be fupported by a confiderable por- 
tion of the people, who, being friendly to the principles of 
civil Li iberty, conceive that a natural alliance fubfifts between 
thef:, while that of the Papal is fupnofed to be in hoftiliuy 
thereto. ‘This is therefore that political and moral ftate of 
things in France and its dependencies, which the Directors 
will probably conlides as a diliin auithing x character of a dif- 
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penfation favorable to the intereft of true religion ; and there- 
tore defigned to be a fignal to Chriftians, and efpeciaily 
to Chriftian Societies, in order to engage their utmoft ener- 
gies to improve it. : 

The members of the deputation now proceed to ftate, that 
God has been pleafed to render their vifit to France the occa- 
fion of exciting already a very confiderable impulfe in the 
minds of many in favour of genuine Chriftianity. The ob« 
jects of the inftitution, and the difinteretied philanthropy to 
which they attributed their vifit, had a powerful effect on 
them, and awakened a train of iceas which were either entire- 
ly new, or had long lain dormant in their minds, “Ihey foon 
formed the projet of communicating their views and feelings 
to others, and we believe that, at this time, acorrefpondence 
is opening with the Proteftants in every part of France, with 
a view to form a general and ufcful organization of the whole 
body, in order to revive the long persecuted intereft of true 
religion, and extend them oa every kde; but they feel their 

ecd of the advice and affiftance of the Society in‘the come 
mencement of their efforts, and are difpofed, in return, to co- 
operate in all the meafures which mav be recommended as 
likely to promote our great object. What thefe meafures 
ought to be, becomes therefore an important fubje@ to be 
confidered. «Probably the Directors will coincide in the con- 
viction which this vilit bas produced on our own minds— 
That, denending on the blefing of God, the Bible, and an e- 
gelical mintitry, are the principal things requifite to pro- 
e the caufe of the Redeemer in that country; and it will 


probably be the diftinguifhed honor of the Miffionary Society 


to be the means of diftributing the word of God ina very 
extenfive degree through France and its dependencies, which 
appear to be now nearly deititute thereof; and this one cir- 
cumttance will imprefs upon #t a cheraéter of ufefulnefs 
which will afford to the mind a fource of perpetual joy and 
thankfgivine. It is alf hoped, it will be in their power to 
find out and recommend to the brethren in France, fome 
minifters, whofe knowledge of the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gofpel, and experience of their power, may fit them for emi- 
nent ufefulncfs ; but fo sreat is the want of fuitable minifters 
in thefe populous and extenfive recions, that without an in- 
terpolition of Providence in a way at prefent unknown, there 
muit long remain a great deficiency in this refpect. Vo lay 
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the foundation of fupplying this, as far as circumftances per« 
mit, it may probably be of effential fervice to felect a few 
young men of the French nation, whofe hearts may be inclie 
ned to the fervice of God, for the purpofe of giving them 
fuch full and appropriate inftructions, as may fit them for the 
Chriftian miniftry in their own country. 

, [ Zo be concluded in our next. | 
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FAREWELL HYMN. 


AREWELL my Friends, I muft be gones= 
I have no home nor ftay with you 3 
Vil take my ftaff and travel on 
Till I a better world do view. 


Farewell my friends,—time rolls along, ° 
Nor waits for mortals’ cares or blifs—= 
I'll leave you here, and travel on 
Till I arrive where Jesus is. 


Farewell my brethren in the Lord; 

To you. Pm bound with cords of love: 
Yet, we believe his gracious word, 

We all ere long fhall meet above. 


Farewell old foldiers of the Crofs— 

You’ve ftruggled long and hard for Heav’ng 
You’ve counted all things elfe but lofs— 

Fight on—the crown fhall foon be given, 


Fight on, ye blooming fongsof God, 
Sore conflidts ftill remain for you 3 

But dauntlefs keep the heavenly road, 
Till Canaan’s happy land you view. 


Farewell, poor carelefs finners too; 
It grieves my heart to leave you here? 

Eternal vengeance waits for:you.— 

O! turn, and find falvation here. agli 








